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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

Town Newsletter - Statement of Purpose
To communicate current issues, services, and activities in Los Altos

Hills to the residents of the Town and to facilitate, encourage and
improve interaction between the residents and Town government. The
2006 Newsletter will be published quarterly in the months of March,
June, September, and December. Deadline for the next issue is
January 31, 2006.      

Internet Address: www.losaltoshills.ca.gov
About Our Publication

The Town Newsletter is published with assistance from our
Town Volunteer Committees.
Editor: Dorothy Duffy Price

Associate Editors: Barbara Lamparter, Linda Seidel, Patty Woolsey

 Los Altos Hills City Council
  Breene Kerr, Mayor •  Dean Warshawsky, Mayor Pro Tem

Craig Jones • Jean Mordo • Mike O’Malley Recycled Paper

—Maureen Cassingham, City Manager

City Manager MaureenCassingham

For Council Agenda and Minutes,
See our Website:

www.losaltoshills.ca.gov
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New Ad Hoc Committees Formed
FENCES & GENERAL PLAN

The City Council formed
two ad hoc committees this
past quarter to address
certain Town planning
issues.

Fence Ordinance
Change

The first ad hoc commit-
tee was charged with
reviewing the Town’s fence
ordinance and defining
highly visible lots and structures.  The fence ordinance review
was ordered after it was brought to the Council’s attention that
the existing fence ordinance may allow fence designs that block
wildlife corridors and inhibit wildlife movement throughout the
Town.  In a separate but related planning project with the fence
ordinance review, the Town’s Open Space Committee is
preparing a wildlife corridor map with the help of environmen-
tal consulting firm Live Oak Associates.  The ad hoc committee
also reviewed current site development standards for highly
visible lots and structures.  The volunteer members of this ad
hoc committee include City Council member Jean Mordo
(committee chair), Mayor Pro Tem Dean Warshawsky, Planning
Commissioners Bart Carey and Eric Clow.  The Committee’s
recommended ordinance revisions will be forwarded to the
Planning Commission and City Council for review and public
hearings.

General Plan Update

The second ad hoc committee formed by the Council was
assigned the task of reviewing and updating the Town’s 1975
General Plan.  Some Elements of the General Plan have already
been updated including the Circulation and Housing Elements.
However, other Elements including the Land Use Element are in
dire need of updating to reflect the land use changes that have
already occurred since 1975.  Spelling and grammar errors will
also be corrected.  No new General Plan policies or substantive
amendments to existing policies are proposed at this time.  The
volunteer members of this committee include City Council
member Mike O’Malley (committee chair), Planning Commis-
sioner Carl Cottrell, former Mayor and City Council member
Elayne Dauber and former Planning Commissioners Carole
Gottlieb, Dot Schreiner and Janet Vitu.

Possible New Energy Ordinance

In the next several months, the Planning Commission and City
Council will also consider a new energy ordinance recom-
mended by the Town Environmental Initiatives Committee that
will require new homes to be ENERGY STAR qualified.
ENERGY STAR qualified homes are independently verified to
be at least 15% more energy efficient than homes built to
California’s Energy Efficiency Standards (Title 24).  Incentives
for solar energy production will also be considered.

—Carl Cahill, Planning Director

Burglaries are on the Rise!

Help Prevent Burglary and Identity Theft

Statistics developed by the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s
Office show that burglaries in Los Altos Hills have increased. As
of September 2005, there were 23 reported residential burglar-
ies compared to 13 the same time last year.

The Town of Los Altos Hills has arranged a free Crime
Prevention Presentation aimed at the prevention of residential
burglary and identity theft by experienced detectives from the
Fraud and Property Crimes Unit of the Santa Clara County
Sheriff’s Office.

When: Wednesday, December 7, 2005 at 7 pm

Where: Council Chambers, Town Hall, 26379 Fremont Road

(Seating is limited)

If you wish to attend, please RSVP to Steven Garcia, Public
Safety Officer, at (650) 941-7222 x242. Bring your family and
neighbors!

Are you Prepared for a Disaster?

Disasters can strike suddenly, any time and anywhere. The
Town of Los Altos Hills and the Palo Alto Area Chapter of the
American Red Cross want you to know the five steps you can
take to prepare for a disaster and help make a difference.

Town Public Safety Officer Steven Garcia and the American
Red Cross will be presenting “Together We Prepare” to Los
Altos Hills residents on Tuesday, December 6, 2005 at 7 pm to
8 pm at the Council Chambers, Town Hall, 26379 Fremont
Road. Bring your family, friends and neighbors!

The presentation is free to all. The American Red Cross will
also have emergency supplies and kits for sale. Seating is
limited. If you wish to attend, please RSVP to Steven Garcia,
Public Safety Officer, (650) 941-7222 x242.

 Needed: Volunteers for Disaster Training

The local Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) is
a group of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills volunteers that will give
critical support to first responders in major emergencies. They
offer immediate care for victims, organize neighborhood groups
and collect information to support first responder efforts and the
Town’s emergency operations.

CERT members will work with local amateur radio operators
and Town emergency staff during a disaster. Training is
provided by the Los Altos Police Department. If you are
interested in becoming a CERT member or you need more
information about the CERT program, contact Sgt. John
Korges, Los Altos Police Department, at (650) 947-2681 or
Steven Garcia, Public Safety Officer, at (650) 941-7222 x242.

SAFETY CORNER — Did You Know? Editor’s Message

DONOR WALL UPDATE

BULLIS STUDENTS SUPPORT EROSION
CONTROL AT BYRNE PRESERVE

BBBullis Charter School fourth graders undertook a
combined science lesson and service project at an
eroding gully near Westwind Barn in late September.

“ I wanted it to be like detective work where the children
could look at the problem, identify causes and brainstorm
solutions”, explains Deirdre Crommie, who organized the trip
with help from many different sources.

Roger Spreen from the Town’s Open Space Committee was
instrumental in finding the study site. “We are thrilled at the
prospect of having the Bullis kids doing projects in our own
open spaces”, he commented.

The students learned that introducing native plants into the
gully may help stabilize the soil. Jean Struthers, who helps to
run a native plant nursery at Hidden Villa, kindly offered her
expertice. With her guidance, students took cuttings from
suitable native plants in other parts of Byrne Preserve.

When the cuttings sprout, the plan calls for the fourthgraders
to return to the gully to plant them.

This project is the first of many environmental service
learning projects we will be implementing at BCS”, says
Bullis Charter school Superintendent/Principal Wanny Hersey.
“It fits perfectly into our curriculum, one that emphasizes
environmental stewardship, hands-on learning, and social
responsibility.”

PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Planning Director Carl Cahill

Attendance at CALPERS 2005 Educational Forum

Recently administrative staff attended the 2005 California Public
Employees Retirement System (CALPERS) Forum, which
featured workshops on reducing employee health care costs, social
security, pension rate volatility, CALPERS investments and
disability retirements. CALPERS has been asked to explore on
behalf of its member agencies oversight of a post-retirement health
care benefits program and investment of funded liabilities for
same. Staff will continue to aggressively monitor and give input to
the CALPERS Board and staff with regard to pension reform and
health care cost control and containment.

CONSERVATION CAN BE FREE IN LOS
ALTOS HILLS

IIIIn April of 1998, we moved into our 6,000+ square
foot newly constructed home at 27994 Via Ventana
Way in Los Altos Hills.

Our goal was to build an air-
conditioned, energy-efficient
home but without compromise
to comfort or home style.  Some
of the features include 6-inch
wall studding, extra thick
insulation, low-E windows,
Solatubes to duct sunlight from
the roof to the first floor, and
energy-efficient appliances
throughout.  Our home con-
sumes a mere 2-3 kilowatt-hour
of energy per square foot per
year - a rate that appears to be about 1/2 that of what most
new homes of this size consume.

Building an-energy efficient home is only part of the
solution.  Energy conservation practices are another part of
the conservation effort.  Setting thermostats properly during
the year, using the “chimney effect” in the summer-evening
by opening the skylights and windows to draw in cooler air.
Being aware of where the energy consumption is key to
reducing energy cost.

Four years ago, we designed and installed a 3 kilowatt
fixed ground-mount photovoltaic system with battery
backup in case of blackouts.  This system dropped our
energy consumption to about 1-1/2 kilowatt-hour per square
foot per year.  Unfortunately, our lot is northern sloping
with large trees on the south side that causes shading of the
photovoltaic system in the winter.  To counter this shading
problem, we designed and installed a second 3.0 kilowatt,
state-of-the-art photovoltaic system which consists of two
dual-axes solar-trackers of 8 photovoltaic panels each
mounted high on two 17 foot poles. This system, hidden
among the trees, in addition to our fixed-mounted photovol-
taic system, will allow us to produce as much energy as we
consume on a yearly basis.  Consequently, our yearly
PG&E electricity bill will net out to zero. This is particu-
larly gratifying since our wooded northern sloping lot is
most difficult to effectively install photovoltaic panels. If it
can be done on this lot, it can be done on any lot in Los
Altos Hills.

Payback is shortest for the energy saving features initially
built into the home.  The payback for the photovoltaic
installations is 8 to 10 years.  However, this does not factor
in the waiver of increased property tax for the photovoltaic
installation or the increased value of the home if it were to
be sold.  In addition, we are producing peak power when
the state needs it the most, sending it down the grid during
afternoons in the summer.

— Jay and Jan Shideler
27994 Via Ventana Way
Los Altos Hills
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AAs we look forward to our 50th Golden Anniver-
sary of the founding of our Town, we are so
fortunate to reside in a

community that can celebrate our
past (ups & downs) and look
forward to a creative future. Our
city council is on threshold of
developing new initiatives for the
environment and to make new
technology available for our vibrant
community that demands we “keep
up” with the state of the scientific
and technical world. We are so lucky to live in this vibrant
community. Plan to join with your neighbors to celebrate
our 50th Anniversary Gala on January 27, 2006!

Looking Back at 2005 - Community Donor Wall

One of our Town’s big achievements for 2005 was the
completion of the New Town Hall and The Community
Donor Wall. Yes, There is still time to donate a tile. If you
haven’t completed your tile, we ask that you do so in the
next two months by going to our contract studio in Palo
Alto. The studio is CREATE IT! Located at 299 California
Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306 (on same side as Kinko’s),
Telephone: 650-323-1515, Hours: Monday-Saturday:
11AM-8PM or Sunday: 11AM-5PM; Owner: Valerie
Gornaia.

If you have not donated a tile and wish to do so, please
stop by Town Hall and pick up a form to donate. We will be
installing tiles on a quarterly basis until the wall is com-
pleted. Should you have any questions, please contact Duffy
Price at (650) 948-0596 or email to duffy@duffysmail.com

Again, thank you for your participation in this very
successful Community Legacy Donor Wall project.

Sincerely,

—Duffy Price

Update on Parks & Recreation and Public Works Depart-
ment Recruitments

Deadline for submission of
applications for the position of
Parks and Recreation Supervisor
was Monday, October 31. 18
applications were received.
Applications will be screened
and those not meeting the
minimum requirements will be
eliminated from further consid-
eration. Interviews will be
scheduled for early November
and appointment should occur
by December 1.

A second recruitment to fill the position of Public Works
Maintenance Supervisor is currently underway. Final filing date
was November 18, 2005. Interviews were scheduled during the
week of November 28.

Notice of Funding Eligibility Received from State for Pre-
Disaster Mitigation Grant Program

On October 6, 2005, the City Council received a presentation
from Public Safety Officer Steve Garcia on the Los Altos Hills
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Annex to the Multi-Jurisdictional
Local Government Hazard Mitigation Plan. The Federal Disaster
Mitigation Act of 2000 requires local governments to focus on
hazard mitigation before, rather than after, a disaster occurs. The
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) developed the
Multi-Jurisdictional Local Government Hazard Mitigation Plan
that provides the Town, and other participating Bay Area govern-
ments with a variety of mitigation strategies to reduce/prevent
damage to infrastructures, schools, commercial and residential
structures caused by disasters. The Town’s Annex was submitted
to FEMA on October 28 for approval. Once the Annex is ap-
proved, the City Council will be asked to approve the Multi-
Jurisdictional Plan for the Town to be eligible for future mitigation
funding. The Governor’s Office has reviewed the Town’s Notice
of Intent to apply for funding to seismically retrofit the Corpora-
tion Yard and Emergency Operations Center as critical facilities.
The State has determined that these projects as proposed would be
eligible for grant funding should the Town choose to compete.

CELL PHONE TOWER APPROVED
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AAAt the November 3, 2005 city council meeting a
3-0 vote of the council members approved the
permit for the installation of a cell tower at the

Westwind Barn area. (Two council members recused due to
a potential conflict of interest.) A  289-square foot equip-
ment shed will be next to the tower.

Cell phone representatives indicated that the tower would
improve service for a radius of approximately one mile
around the site.
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